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afternoon., among other cc emergency measures", Vienna's autonomy was abolished. This was done while the guns, bombarding the municipal flats, determined the fate of Austrian democracy.
It was still necessary to decide what was to replace it. During that period^ as distinct from a later one when disappointment with the Italian protector grew and the Catholic Church tried to escape from its responsibility for the obvious failure of what it had inaugurated, no leader of the Austrian regime would have disagreed with the judgment of Dollfuss's apologist: " There is substantial identity between the principles laid down in the encyclical (Quadragesima Anno) and the principles incorporated in the Italian (Fascist) Constitution/'1 " To build a State according to the principles of Quadragesima Anno " was the avowed aim of the leaders of the Austrian regime, and it had the full approval of the responsible leaders of the Roman Church.2
" In the Name of Almighty God, from whom emanates all Law, the Austrian 'people is given the following Constitution for its Christian German Federal State on a corporate basis." So the preamble of the Dollfuss constitution, proclaimed on May i, 1934, paid due regard to all fascist interests, whether of the predominant Catholic, Nazi (German), or Italian (cc corporative ") type. Purely theoretical as this constitution remained during the period of nearly four years that it was " in force ",3 it is highly interesting to note that this Catholic variety of fascism had no more room for federalism than did the Nazi. It is true that, in order to get rid of the despised word ec Republic ", the term " federal " was now introduced even into the title of the State.4
Gregory, op. cit., p. 324. '       . allot
2 Pope Pius XI, in an. allocution on October 7, 1933, gave his blessing to the decision of the Austrian Government " whose leaders, indeed, are, happily, as good as Austria deserves ... to build the State on the foundations of Catholic teach- . ing **.   After the February battle and the proclamation of the Fascist constitution, Cardmal Secretary of State Pacelli, the present Pope, transmitted to Cardinal Innitzer (one of those mainly responsible for the feats mentioned) " the benediction of the Holy Father ... for all those politicians . . . who try to build the future of the people that is entrusted to their leadership upon those foundations laid down by God's Holy Will and Law ".   Both -utterances are evidently interpretations of Roman. Catholic teaching by the highest authority, in connection with certain well-established facts, in the preparation of which the Holy See had evidently participated.
3 In view of the continued resistance of the workers, the formation of the " cor* porations M which had to nominate the various Councils proved incompatible with the preservation of the regime.
' * The, same trick had already been, applied on September 15, 1931, when the Styrian Hemwdy leader, the Nazi Prriemer, attempted an abortive coup against the Scheber government. The reader will remember what we learned in the Second part of this book (pp. 140-1) about the tendency of German fascists, too, to pay lip-service txr the term ** federalism ".